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Introduction:  

The Gaza Strip has been suffering from the tightening of the Israeli blockade for 

more than 14 years, in clear violation of all international and humanitarian standards 

and covenants stipulated by international law and human rights principles of decent 

living.  The occupation pursued a policy of complete isolation of the Gaza Strip and 

the policies of restrictions and strangulation of all meanings of human life, and this 

blockade cast a shadow over all areas of life, and then practiced its crime by waging 

consecutive wars to eliminate the remaining features of human life. 

With its blockade, the Israeli occupation has sought to put severe pressure on 

civilians inside Gaza Strip to reduce their financial incomes and economic 

resources. They also clamp down on them and their commercial and industrial 

institutions, prevent the entry of commercial goods and banning the exports of Gaza 

strip products, close crossings boarders, and prevent medical and health supplies and 

raw materials for industries, workshops and various operating sites. The Israeli 

occupation do not allow the entry of more than 300 items of basic materials required 

for the various factories and workshops. They cut off the power for more than 14 

hours a day. More than 80% of the agricultural crops were damaged by not allowing 

the entry of pesticides, fertilizers and other agricultural inputs. They are sinking 

many lands adjacent to the occupation, with water, as part of the destruction of 
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agricultural infrastructure. The Israeli occupation are also reducing the area of 

marine fishing, destroying more than 50 fishing boats, attacking fishermen at sea 

and confiscating fishing gear, killing 33 fishermen and arresting others. 

Since the imposition of the Israeli blockade, the labor crisis in the Gaza Strip has 

aggravated without finding radical solutions to them, only partial solutions and 

temporary aid, and relying on relief aid. In addition, the temporary work program 

for workers has stopped, the industrial facilities have been closed and workers are 

severely affected, and unemployment and poverty rates have increased in an 

unprecedented way. The unemployment rate becomes more than 54.2% and poverty 

rates exceed 80% as a dangerous indicator that reflects the deteriorating economic 

situation. The number of the unemployed reached more than 230 thousand 

unemployed, while their number before the blockade did not exceed 70 thousand 

unemployed workers. 

In the first quarter of 2020 and the emergence of the Corona pandemic crisis, the 

suffering has become more and more severe than before. The Israeli occupation was 

not satisfied with the siege imposed in shadow of the Corona crisis, but they intend 

to practice crimes against humanity by preventing the most basic health resources 

required for prevention and safety measures. Rather, the crimes of the occupation 
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exceed all the boarders by gathering the workers at checkpoints without paying 

attention to preventive measures. 

With the aggravation of the crisis and the closure that covered the country as 

part of safety and prevention measures, workers in various sectors, such as workers 

in markets, shops, drivers, kindergartens, special education, restaurants and hotels, 

have become without work or income. This adds more than 100 thousand workers to 

the number of unemployed, of whom 40 thousand workers stopped completely from 

work because they depend on daily income, and increases the unemployment rate in 

an unprecedented way. 

In front of this difficult reality experienced by the Gaza Strip, especially the 

workers, who represent the largest segment of society, we send a trade union appeal 

to all international federations, unions, human rights organizations and the 

international community to make a quick intervention to save workers, lift the siege, 

enter all health and medical supplies, and provide material and moral support to 

Palestinian workers. 
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Different sectors of work in the Gaza Strip 

First, the reality of sea fishing workers in Gaza Strip: 

The fishing sector in these times, in light of the occupation attacks against them, 

is going through very difficult circumstances. The unemployment rate in the fishing 

sector has reached the highest figures in the history of Palestinian fishermen, as the 

number of fishermen in the Gaza Strip is 3,900, and 1500 workers work in 

professions related to fishing, 45% of them only practice the fishing profession and 

the rest are without work. In addition to the pursuit of the occupation of the 

fishermen within the distance allowed to fish in it.     

In front of these measures and according to official statistics, 95% of fishermen 

today are at the risk of poverty, and the occupation during the past five years has 

confiscated 97 fishing boats. 

The occupation forces also destroyed 14 large boats, 42 small boats, and arrested 

hundreds of fishermen, and dozens of them are still detained. The Israeli occupation 

forces killed many of fishermen, as 33 fishermen were killed.  

It should be noted that the allowed fishing distance was 20 nautical miles, 

according to the Oslo agreement, during which the fishermen harvest 4 thousand 

tons annually enough to cover the local market and export to the West Bank and the 

occupied territories in 48. While during the current period, the fishermen collect 

about 800 - 1400 tons annually, which is small quantities and most of the fish in it 

do not cover the local market and are not suitable for export, where the fishing area 

does not exceed 4-6 miles. 

With the emergence of the Corona pandemic crisis, the rates of fishing 

decreased, and large number of fishermen stopped working after the imposition of 

preventive and safety measures in the country. 
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Second, the reality of weaving and sewing workers: 

This sector is considered one of the most important operating sectors in the Gaza 

Strip before the siege, but it suffers from a lack and limited opportunities due to the 

inability of local sewing factories to work in light of the Israeli blockade. In addition 

to the depending on the imported clothes instead of locally produced.  

The number of workers in sewing, spinning and weaving reached previously 

(before the siege) nearly 20 thousand workers, but their number decreased due to the 

Israeli blockade, which negatively affected local products in this sector, which led to 

the closure of sewing factories. 

However, with the entry of quantities of fabrics and sewing supplies to Gaza 

markets, this contributed to the return of more than 110 sewing factories to its work, 

out of some 900 unemployed factories since the imposition of the Israeli blockade 

on Gaza Strip. 

While the activity of these factories, "110 factories", does not exceed 30% of 

their actual productive capacity, but it has managed to employ about 5500 workers 

and make them return to their work, out of 20,000 workers who have been 

unemployed since the imposition of the blockade. 

In the shadow of Corona pandemic crisis, this sector is considered the least 

affected, as it was represented in the factories that worked in the production of 

protective clothing against the virus, but it came in a limited way, as most traditional 

clothing factories were affected. 

The number of clothes factories reached 110 factories at the end of last year, but 

they decreased to 30 factories in light of the current crisis, to drop production 

capacity from 70 percent to 30 percent, and the number of workers declined from 

5500 workers to only 2000 workers. 
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Third: The reality of agricultural workers: 

This sector is considered a basic job for many of Gaza Strip workers, as their 

number (before the siege) reached 35 - 40 thousand workers. The continued closure 

of the crossings boarders, the lack of necessary materials from pesticides and 

agricultural fertilizers, and the practices of the occupation of: sweeping agricultural 

lands and destroying crops, preventing the export of many products to the West 

Bank and abroad, sinking large areas of lands adjacent to the occupation with water, 

killing and arresting many farmers, and the lack of support for farmers and the 

difficulty in sustaining agricultural projects due to the difficult conditions, lead to a 

decrease in the number of agricultural workers to 25,000 workers.  

In light of the Corona pandemic crisis, more than 25,000 farmers in all areas of 

the Gaza Strip are waiting for the end of the crisis, as prevention and safety 

measures have begun in the country and market closures, in addition to the 

disruption of schools and institutions to prevent gatherings.  

 

Fourth: The reality of workers in the mineral industries sector: 

The metal industry sector suffers from the scheduling of daily work in 

proportion to the power outages, so the situation becomes bad and dangerous in this 

sector. In the case of closing the crossing boards and not supplying fuel to Gaza, it 

will lead to the suspension of local workshops and factories, especially in the 

shadow of the occupation measures after the recent aggression and the banning of 

entry of mineral equipment. 

The mineral industries sector in the past was active and important and it 

included 3,900 factories employing more than 23,000 workers, but the continuous 



 

 www.ithadpal.psالموقع االلكتروني  –الصفطاوي  –حي عباد الرحمن  –غزة 
 6316732  – 6318782:   هاتف  ithadpal64@gmail.com البريد االلكتروني /

stoppage of these factories due to the Israeli blockade and the electricity crisis that 

was mainly caused by the occupation, these factories have shrunk to about 1500 

factories that now employ 8,000 workers. 

The occupation also destroyed nearly 500 industrial facilities during the 2014 

aggression, which exacerbated the suffering of the mineral industry sector, layoff of 

thousands of workers and made them join the ranks of unemployment. 

Here we make it clear that 90% of the mineral equipment is prohibited from 

entering the Strip due to the occupation measures. 

This sector is considered one of the most affected sectors in light of the Corona 

pandemic crisis, as the work of the mineral industries facilities is almost completely 

ceased. 

 

Fifth: The reality of workers in the construction sector:  

Construction and building sector employs approximately 40,000 workers 

directly and 30,000 workers indirectly through sectors related to this field. 

We must make it clear that the construction sector was greatly affected in the 

case of the blockade imposed on the Gaza Strip, obstruction of movement of 

crossings, entry of building materials and political tensions, which led to a great 

recession in it and stopped by 80% of the workshops, work sites and construction 

except in some international projects. 

With the emergence of the Corona pandemic crisis and the imposition of 

preventive measures in the country, the construction sector has been severely 

affected, with the completely ceasing of worker. 
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Sixth: The reality of workers in the wood industries sector: 

The wood industries sector is considered one of the most important labor sectors 

in Gaza, and it is worth mentioning that the number of employees in it reached 

about 6500 workers and that the number of factories reached 600 factories before 

the Israeli blockade. The number of factories decreased significantly to become 80 

factories and the number of workers to 1500 due to the blockade and the closure of 

crossings and the electricity outages and prevention of the entry of raw materials 

and the destruction of many workshops and facilities for wooden industries.  

With the emergence of the Corona pandemic crisis and the imposition of 

preventive measures in the country, workers in the wood industries have become 

without work or income due to the complete cessation of facilities and workshops. 

 

Seventh: Other labor sectors affected by the Corona pandemic crisis: 

 Transport workers and drivers: 

In light of the preventive measures and the almost complete closure of the 

country, the suspension of universities, schools and institutions from work, and the 

limited mobility of citizens, workers in driving and transportation have been 

severely affected, and a large number of them have become unemployed. 

There are approximately (180) licensed auto offices in Gaza Strip in which 

hundreds of drivers work, in addition to hundreds of drivers and workers who work 

in the field of public transport. 

 

 Workers at education and kindergarten: 

There is no doubt that private educational institutions and kindergartens have a 

great importance in the process of education and scientific development, as the Gaza 
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Strip contains (65) private schools, in addition to (20) special education schools, 

while the number of employees exceeds (1500), in addition to (700) An educational 

institution from kindergarten, with 4,000 employees working within it. 

However, this sector has completely stopped working due to the state of 

complete closure of the country and the imposition of preventive measures due to 

the Corona crisis. 

 

 Workers in restaurants and hotels: 

After imposing a state of closure in the country and preventing gatherings in 

places where people are so crowded, which includes hotels, wedding halls, chalets, 

and restaurants, these establishments incurred heavy financial losses, which led 

them to lay off more than 5000 workers whom became without an income resource 

for them. 

 

 Workers in markets and shops: 

The Corona crisis reflected on daily workers working to collect their livelihood 

as owners of stalls and workers in shops in the shadow of the almost complete lack 

of movement of citizens who stick to their homes, and the closure of markets in the 

framework of measures taken to combat the Corona epidemic. 

 

 

 

 


